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In the realm of industrial compressed air systems, the efficiency, reliability, and interconnectivity of control units are 

paramount to maintaining operational continuity and energy optimization. The Atlas Copco Elektronikon MkIV 

stands as a cornerstone technology in this domain, representing a sophisticated leap in compressor management. 

This technical analysis explores the intricate architecture of the Elektronikon MkIV system, its multifaceted 

communication protocols—including Modbus, Profibus, and Ethernet/IP—and the procedural frameworks

required for seamless industrial integration.

The Evolution of Compressor Control: The MkIV Framework

The Elektronikon MkIV is more than a simple human-machine interface (HMI); it is an advanced embedded system 

designed to monitor and regulate the physical parameters of air compressors, dryers, and auxiliary equipment. At 

its core, the MkIV utilizes a proprietary CAN-bus (Controller Area Network)internal architecture. This

decentralized approach allows for modular expansion, enabling the system to integrate additional sensors

(pressure, temperature, vibration) and digital inputs/outputs without requiring a complete overhaul of the central

processing unit.

Key to the MkIV’s longevity is its ability to interface with external Distributed Control Systems (DCS) and 

Building Management Systems (BMS). By acting as a local intelligence node, the MkIV processes raw sensor

data into actionable insights, such as load/unload cycles, running hours, and service requirements, while

simultaneously protecting the machinery through automated safety shutdowns and alarm triggers.

Core Hardware Components and Part Specifications

A standard Elektronikon MkIV installation typically involves several critical hardware components. The 1900 0712 

CAN-Box, for instance, serves as a vital interface in the internal network, bridging different modules within the

compressor canopy. Understanding these part numbers is essential for maintenance engineers and procurement

specialists when sourcing genuine components for system repairs or upgrades.

•  Master Controller: The central logic unit that executes the control algorithms.

•  I/O Expansion Modules: Used for additional analog inputs (e.g., oil temperature) and digital inputs (e.g., 

emergency stop signals).

•  Communication Gateways: Specifically the ComBox-E (Ethernet) and ComBox-P (Profibus) modules that 

translate internal CAN-bus data into industry-standard protocols.

Communication Protocols: Modbus, Profibus, and Ethernet/IP

For modern smart factories (Industry 4.0), data transparency is a prerequisite. The Elektronikon MkIV provides

multiple pathways for data extraction and remote control. Selecting the correct protocol depends on the existing

plant infrastructure and the required data throughput.

1. Modbus RTU and TCP/IP Implementation



The Modbus protocol is perhaps the most widely used serial communication protocol in industrial environments 

due to its simplicity and openness. Implementing a Modbus connection to the MkIV (as detailed in documentation 

such as 9820 3582 02) requires a precise understanding of the Register Map. Data points such as Discharge 

Pressure or Motor Speed are mapped to specific 16-bit registers.

Technical execution involves configuring the baud rate (typically 9600 or 19200), parity, and stop bits. The MkIV

acts as a slave device, responding to queries from a Modbus Master (such as a PLC or a SCADA system). The use

of RS-485 physical layers ensures robust communication over long distances, common in large manufacturing

plants.

2. Profibus DP via ComBox-P

For facilities utilizing Siemens-centric automation, the ComBox-P provides a dedicated Profibus DP interface. This 

protocol is optimized for high-speed cyclic data exchange. The integration process involves importing a GSD 

(General Station Description) fileinto the PLC configuration software (e.g., TIA Portal). This file defines the

communication capabilities of the MkIV, allowing the PLC to recognize it as a specific node on the network.

3. Ethernet/IP and ComBox-E

The shift toward Industrial Ethernet has led to the widespread adoption of the ComBox-E. This module supports 

the Ethernet/IP Ethernet Profile, which allows the Elektronikon system to reside on a standard IT/OT network. 

This enables high-level functions like web-based monitoring and integration with Enterprise Resource Planning 

(ERP) software. The use of CIP (Common Industrial Protocol)ensures that data packets are delivered with high

reliability and timing precision.

Technical Comparison of Communication Interfaces

The following table provides a comparative analysis of the primary communication modules available for the Atlas

Copco Elektronikon MkIV system.



Feature Modbus RTU Profibus DP (ComBox-P) Ethernet/IP (ComBox-E)

Physical Layer RS-485 RS-485 (Shielded) RJ45 (Copper)

Maximum Speed 115.2 kbps 12 Mbps 10/100 Mbps

Network Topology Daisy Chain Linear / Tree Star / Ring

Complexity Low Medium High

Primary Use Case Basic SCADA integration High-speed PLC control IoT and Enterprise Data

Data Format 16-bit Registers Cyclic I/O Blocks Object-Oriented CIP

Technical Workflow: Establishing a Modbus Connection

Setting up a Modbus connection to the Elektronikon MkIV is a multi-step engineering process that requires both

physical installation and software configuration. Below is a detailed procedural guide.

Step 1: Physical Interconnection

Connect the RS-485 cable to the communication port of the MkIV. It is critical to use a twisted-pair shielded cable to

prevent electromagnetic interference (EMI) from the compressor's high-voltage motor starters. Ensure the

termination resistor (typically 120 ohms) is engaged if the MkIV is the last device on the segment.

Step 2: Controller Configuration

Access the MkIV user interface. Navigate to the 'Communication' menu. Here, the user must assign a unique 

Node ID(Slave Address) to the controller. This ID must not conflict with any other device on the Modbus loop. Set

the communication parameters to match the Master device (e.g., 9600 bps, 8 Data Bits, 1 Stop Bit, No Parity).

Step 3: Register Mapping and Scaling

Unlike plug-and-play consumer devices, industrial Modbus requires manual scaling. For example, a pressure value

might be stored in a register as an integer (e.g., 750). The documentation will specify a scaling factor (e.g., 0.01),

meaning the actual pressure is 7.50 bar. Failure to apply these factors in the SCADA software will result in incorrect

data visualization.

Energy Management and VSD Integration

One of the primary advantages of the Elektronikon MkIV is its sophisticated management of Variable Speed Drive 

(VSD)compressors. The MkIV does not simply turn the motor on or off; it continuously adjusts the motor frequency

to match the air demand exactly. This prevents the energy-intensive "blow-off" periods common in older load/unload

systems.

Mathematical Foundation of VSD Savings

The energy consumption of a compressor is roughly proportional to the cube of the speed in centrifugal 

applications, but in screw compressors, it follows a more linear relationship with slight efficiency drops at low 

speeds. The MkIV utilizes a PID (Proportional-Integral-Derivative)control loop to maintain a constant net

pressure. The control equation can be represented as:



Output(t) = Kp * e(t) + Ki * "+e(t)dt + Kd * de(t)/dt

Where e(t)is the error between the setpoint pressure and the actual pressure. By fine-tuning these PID parameters

within the MkIV settings, engineers can minimize pressure fluctuations and reduce energy consumption by up to

35%.

Troubleshooting and Failure Mode Analysis

Even the most robust systems encounter operational challenges. Technical proficiency in diagnosing MkIV alerts 

can significantly reduce Mean Time To Repair (MTTR) .

Common Error Codes and Resolutions



Error Condition Probable Cause Diagnostic Action

Communication Timeout Broken RS-485 link or incorrect Node 
ID.

Check cable continuity and verify 
software settings in the ComBox.

Sensor Failure (4-20mA) Open circuit in the analog input loop. Measure current with a multimeter; 
check for loose terminal blocks.

CAN-bus Error Internal network interference or 
module failure.

Inspect the 1900 0712 CAN-Box and 
verify 24VDC power supply stability.

High Discharge Temp Fouled oil cooler or low lubricant 
levels.

Inspect thermal valves and clean heat 
exchanger fins.

Advanced Diagnostics via Service Port

The MkIV features a dedicated service port for connecting a laptop running Atlas Copco’s proprietary diagnostic

software. This allows technicians to view real-time trend graphs of internal variables that are not available on the

standard HMI, such as interstage pressures and element temperatures. This level of granularity is essential for

predictive maintenance—identifying a failing bearing or a leaking valve before it causes a catastrophic system

failure.

Field Implementation: Best Practices for Installation

When deploying an Elektronikon MkIV system in a new facility, certain best practices must be followed to ensure

long-term stability.

•  Galvanic Isolation: Ensure that the communication modules are properly isolated. Ground loops can introduce 

noise into the CAN-bus network, leading to erratic controller behavior.

•  Manual Valve Coordination: As noted in the technical data, multiple compressor systems must have manual 

isolation valves. The MkIV can be programmed to detect if a valve is closed before attempting a start, preventing 

"dead-head" conditions.

•  Condensate Management: The MkIV often controls the electronic condensate drains. Ensure the manual 

drain override is functional for testing purposes and that the MkIV is receiving the 'high level' alarm from the trap if 

applicable.

•  Firmware Synchronization: When replacing a module, verify that the firmware version is compatible with the 

existing master controller. Mismatched firmware can lead to 'unknown object' errors on the display.

The Broader Implications of Integrated Control

The implementation of the Elektronikon MkIV represents a shift from reactive to proactive compressed air 

management. By leveraging the deep data pools provided by the MkIV’s Modbus and Ethernet interfaces, plants 

can move toward Condition Based Maintenance (CBM). Instead of changing filters based on a fixed calendar

schedule, the MkIV monitors the differential pressure across the filter element and alerts the user only when a

change is actually required. This reduces waste and lowers the total cost of ownership.

Furthermore, the integration of these controllers into a centralized ES (Energy System)controller allows for the

orchestration of multiple compressors. The ES controller acts as the 'brain,' deciding which combination of

machines (VSD vs. Fixed Speed) is most efficient for the current demand. This holistic approach is only possible

because of the robust communication architecture provided by the MkIV framework.



As industrial systems become increasingly digitized, the role of the compressor controller has expanded from a

simple regulator to a critical data gateway. The Atlas Copco Elektronikon MkIV, with its support for diverse fieldbus

protocols and its sophisticated internal logic, remains a benchmark for the industry. Whether through the

implementation of a ComBox-P for Profibus connectivity or the utilization of the 1900 0712 CAN-Box for internal

expansion, the system provides the flexibility required to meet the rigorous demands of modern manufacturing.

Understanding its technical nuances is not merely a matter of maintenance—it is a prerequisite for achieving

operational excellence and energy sustainability in the 21st-century factory.
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