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The discipline of structural engineering is anchored by the rigorous methodology of concrete design. In the 

European landscape, and increasingly globally, the Calcul des structures en béton (Calculation of concrete 

structures) is governed by the Eurocode 2(EN 1992) framework. This technical guide explores the depth of

concrete structural analysis, drawing from established academic references such as Jean-Marie Paillé’s seminal

works and the practical applications of modern civil engineering standards. Achieving structural integrity requires

more than just following formulas; it necessitates a profound understanding of material behavior, limit state

philosophies, and the mechanical interaction between concrete and steel reinforcement.

The Theoretical Foundation of Eurocode 2

The transition from older national standards, such as the French BAEL (Béton Armé aux États Limites), to the 

Eurocode suite represented a significant shift toward a more probabilistic approach to safety. Eurocode 2, 

specifically EN 1992-1-1, provides a unified set of rules for the design of buildings and civil engineering works in

reinforced and prestressed concrete.

The core philosophy of concrete calculation is based on the Limit State Design (LSD). This approach

distinguishes between two primary categories of performance criteria:

•  Ultimate Limit States (ULS): These concern the safety of people and the structure. They include equilibrium 

(EQU), internal failure or excessive deformation (STR), and geotechnical stability (GEO).

•  Serviceability Limit States (SLS): These ensure the comfort of users and the durability of the structure. Key 

factors include stress limitation, crack control, and deflection limits.

Material Properties and Structural Mechanics

To perform an accurate Calcul des structures en béton, the engineer must define the properties of the 

constituent materials. Concrete is characterized by its compressive strength class, denoted by fck(the

characteristic cylinder strength). For example, C25/30 signifies a cylinder strength of 25 MPa and a cube strength

of 30 MPa.

Reinforcing steel, on the other hand, is defined by its yield strength fykand its ductility class (A, B, or C). The bond

between these two materials is the fundamental mechanic that allows reinforced concrete to function, transferring

tensile forces to the steel and compressive forces to the concrete matrix.

Detailed Technical Analysis: Ultimate Limit State (ULS) Workflows

Calculating the resistance of a section involves analyzing internal forces: bending moments, shear forces, torsion, 

and axial loads. The Jean-Marie Pailléapproach emphasizes the use of simplified stress-strain diagrams for

concrete, typically the parabola-rectangle or the equivalent rectangular stress block.

1. Flexural Design of Rectangular Beams

In simple bending, the calculation aims to determine the area of longitudinal reinforcement (As). The process

follows these technical steps:



1.  Determination of the reduced moment: &mu; = Med / (bd² fcd), where Med is the design moment, b is the 

width, d is the effective depth, and fcd is the design compressive strength.

2.  Checking the pivot points: Analyzing whether the section is in Pivot A (steel yielding) or Pivot B (concrete 

crushing).

3.  Calculation of the lever arm (z): Derived from the depth of the compression zone (&alpha;).

4.  Required Reinforcement: As = Med / (z fyd), where fyd is the design yield strength of steel.

2. Shear Resistance and the Strut-and-Tie Model

Shear calculation in Eurocode 2 utilizes the Variable Inclination Strut Method. Unlike older methods that used a

fixed 45-degree angle for concrete struts, EC2 allows the engineer to choose an angle &theta; (between 21.8&deg;

and 45&deg;) to optimize the amount of transverse reinforcement (links/stirrups).

The design condition is VEd &le; VRd,max (to prevent concrete strut crushing) and VEd &le; VRd,s (to ensure the

stirrups can carry the tension). The formula for VRd,s is:

VRd,s = (Asw / s) * z * fywd * cot(&theta;)

Comparison Matrix: Design Standards and Methodologies

The following table compares the legacy BAEL 91 approach with the current Eurocode 2 standard, highlighting the 

evolution in technical requirements for Calcul des structures en béton.



Feature BAEL 91 (Legacy) Eurocode 2 (Current) Impact on Design

Safety Factors (&gamma;c, 
&gamma;s)

1.5 (Concrete), 1.15 (Steel) 1.5 (Concrete), 1.15 (Steel) Similar, but load 
combinations differ.

Shear Model Fixed 45&deg; Strut Variable Angle (&theta;) Significant optimization of 
stirrups.

Crack Control Simplified formulas Detailed calculation of 
crack width (wk)

Higher durability 
requirements.

Creep &amp; Shrinkage Basic coefficients Time-dependent 
environmental factors

Better prediction of long-
term deflection.

High Strength Concrete Limited guidance Up to C90/105 Enables slimmer, taller 
structures.

Serviceability Limit State (SLS): Durability and Cracking

While ULS prevents collapse, SLS ensures the structure remains functional throughout its intended life (typically 50 

years). The guide d'applicationfor Eurocode 2 places heavy emphasis on two factors: stress limitation and crack

width calculation.

Stress Limitation

Concrete stresses under quasi-permanent loads are limited to 0.45 fck to prevent longitudinal cracking and

excessive creep. Steel stresses are often limited to 0.8 fyk to prevent inelastic deformation under service loads.

Calculation of Crack Width (wk)

Cracking is inevitable in reinforced concrete. The goal is to limit the width (e.g., 0.3 mm for standard exposure

classes) to prevent moisture ingress and reinforcement corrosion. The calculation of the characteristic crack width

involves:

•  Maximum Crack Spacing (sr,max): Determined by the bond properties and the distribution of reinforcement.

•  Strain Difference (&epsilon;sm - &epsilon;cm): The relative mean strain between the steel and the 

surrounding concrete.

•  Resulting Width: wk = sr,max * (&epsilon;sm - &epsilon;cm).

Practical Implementation: Step-by-Step Field Guide

For a practicing engineer, the Calcul des structures en bétonworkflow can be broken down into a systematic

procedure to ensure no critical checks are missed.

Step 1: Definition of Actions and Combinations

Identify all loads: G (permanent), Q (variable), W (wind), and S (snow). Apply partial safety factors (typically 1.35G

+ 1.5Q) according to EN 1990 (Eurocode 0).

Step 2: Structural Idealization

Model the structure using 1D elements (beams/columns), 2D elements (slabs/walls), or 3D finite element models.

Ensure boundary conditions (fixed, pinned, or elastic) accurately reflect the physical reality of the site.



Step 3: Preliminary Sizing

Use rules of thumb to estimate member sizes (e.g., beam depth &asymp; L/12). This reduces the number of 

iterations required during the detailed Note de calcul (Calculation note) phase.

Step 4: Reinforcement Detailing

Detailed design is not just about the area of steel (As) but also about detailing. This includes:

•  Anchorage Lengths (lbd): Ensuring the bar is embedded deep enough to transfer its force.

•  Lapping: Correctly overlapping bars for continuity.

•  Minimum Reinforcement: To ensure a ductile failure mode and control thermal cracking.

Case Studies and Troubleshooting Common Failures

In the technical study of concrete structures, failures often stem from detailing errors rather than insufficient main

reinforcement. Let's analyze common failure modes and their technical solutions.

Problem: Punching Shear in Flat Slabs

Symptom: Sudden failure around column heads in structures without beams.Solution:Eurocode 2 requires a

check at the basic control perimeter (2d from the column face). If VEd &gt; VRd,c (concrete resistance), transverse

reinforcement or "stud rails" must be added. In extreme cases, a column head or "mushroom" capital is required.

Problem: Excessive Deflection in Long-Span Beams

Symptom: Sagging beams causing damage to non-structural partitions.Solution: This is often caused by ignoring 

the "cracked" moment of inertia or the effects of creep. Engineers must use the tension stiffeningmethod

described in EC2 Clause 7.4.3 to accurately predict long-term deflection using a weighted average of the

uncracked and fully cracked states.

Problem: Soft Story Instability

Symptom: Significant lateral displacement in the ground floor under seismic or wind loads.Solution: 

Implementation of stiff shear walls and the use of the Second Order Effect(P-Delta) calculation. Eurocode 2

provides the "Nominal Curvature" or "Nominal Stiffness" methods to account for the additional moments generated

by structural displacement.

Advanced Software Integration and EGF BTP Programs

Modern engineering relies heavily on Programmes de calcul de béton armé. These software tools automate the

iterative process of section design. Key features of professional-grade software include:

•  Automated Load Path Analysis: Distributing loads from slabs to beams to columns.

•  Seismic Analysis: Implementing response spectrum analysis according to Eurocode 8.

•  Optimization Algorithms: Minimizing steel weight while satisfying all EC2 constraints.

However, as Jean-Marie Paillé often highlighted, the engineer must remain the master of the tool. A "black box"

approach to calculation is dangerous. Manual verification of key sections (the "Note de calcul") remains a

mandatory practice for quality assurance and safety.

Synthesis of Structural Excellence

Mastering the Calcul des structures en bétonis an ongoing journey that bridges theoretical mathematics and

physical construction. The transition to Eurocode 2 has brought a higher level of sophistication to the industry,



emphasizing durability and precision. By adhering to the rigorous application guides, understanding the mechanical

behavior of reinforced concrete at both ULS and SLS, and utilizing modern computational tools wisely, structural

engineers can design buildings that are not only safe and economical but also sustainable for future generations.

The integration of time-dependent material properties, advanced shear models, and meticulous detailing ensures

that concrete remains the world’s most versatile and reliable construction material. As we move toward a more

digitalized industry with BIM (Building Information Modeling), the core principles of concrete calculation remain the

vital anchor for every successful engineering project.
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